Fall 2020
Club Connection

BACK TO SCHOOL

What's in this Newsletter
COVID-19 and Back to School
Get an update on our response to COVID-19 and
our school year operations
Boys & Girls Clubs of America 2020 Southeast Regional
Arts Contest
See our winners from the Contest, which we hosted
in July!
Organization Snapshot
Get the latest statistics and good news from our
annual report

Upcoming Events
Breakfast of Champions (virtual event)
October 27, 8:30am
Gobbler's Run Thanksgiving 5K (virtual event)
gobblersrun.com
Recurring Friday Food Pantry
Teen Center (721 N. Raleigh Blvd.)
Donations accepted Fridays from 8:30am to noon,
food distributed from 4pm to 6pm

Hello Friends of Wake
County’s Kids!
We hope you and your loved ones are
safe and well. Last spring, we asked you
to help the Boys & Girls Clubs stay
strong by supporting our annual Great
Futures Campaign. And you did!
Generous individuals like you enabled
the Clubs to exceed our goal of $1.1
million! Thank you!
Unprecedented circumstances
continue to be our reality. Elsewhere in
this issue you’ll find a brief recap of
how our Clubs have been serving our
kids and their families during the
pandemic. Once again, we need your
help. The cost of operating under this
new virtual education model is
significantly higher than normal. Please
go online or use the enclosed response
envelope today to continue your
support and help us provide Wake
County’s kids with Great Futures.
Sincerely,

Thank you to Tia McLaurin and Tim
Humphrey for serving as our 2020
Breakfast of Champions co-chairs!
For volunteer opportunities, contact our
Volunteer Engagement Manager Lindsey at
ldoerr@wakebgc.org

Ralph E. Capps
President and CEO
Please include the Boys & Girls
Clubs in your estate planning. For
more information visit
wakebgc.org/donate or contact
John Welch at
jwelch@wakebgc.org or
919-834-6282.

UPDATE: COVID-19 RESPONSE
AND BACK TO SCHOOL
Last March, we reluctantly closed our Clubs for the safety of our kids and community. Our dedicated Club staff pivoted
quickly to serve Members with remote academic support, daily videos, and basic needs such as meal delivery to
communities we serve and a Friday Food Pantry. Now in its twenty-third week of operation, our pantry has become a
vital resource for our families. THANK YOU for your donations!
We reopened for summer programs on July 6 with extensive safety precautions in place. The plan required limited
Member attendance, social distancing between small groups, face masks, temperature screenings, and strict cleaning
protocols at every location.
Our primary focus was on academic support, opportunities to build character, leadership, and fun! Camp BTI is very
popular with the kids and offered outdoor safety from COVID transmission.
On August 17, we moved from summer programming to a schedule supporting Wake County’s remote education model.
Our new daily schedule of 7:30am to 6:00pm doubles our school year operating hours. Members can bring their own
devices or use ours to attend class. Club staff help with logins and school work, and we provide a nutritious lunch and
snack each day. We anticipate safely serving 600 kids and teens a day in this program.
After schoolwork, kids can choose from more traditional Boys & Girls Clubs activities, including art, games room,
competitive games, and other fun activities. While our traditional activities have had to take a back seat to remote
education, it exemplifies the Clubs’ willingness to do Whatever It Takes for Wake County kids during the pandemic. Staff
are careful to keep up social distancing and other safety precautions – the health and safety of our kids is always our #1
priority.
Boys & Girls Clubs looks for partnerships to get the most out of your generous support. A collaboration called Families
and Schools Together (FAST) brings our Clubs together with YMCA of the Triangle, Wake Education Partnership,
Marbles Kids Museum and others to support students in a safe and productive environment. We are initiating a
partnership with Passage Home’s REACH program to transport homeless students from hotels to our nearest Boys &
Girls Club to “attend” school. We will soon be partnering with the Project for Equitable Access in Remote Learning
(PEARL) to provide low income 9-12th graders with academic support from graduate students and retired teachers.
You can keep up-to-date with our COVID-19 response activities here: https://wakebgc.org/covid19-2/.
Thanks for your support!

Wake Forest Club

Washington Elementary
Club

Raleigh Boys Club

BGCA 2020 SOUTHEAST
REGIONAL ARTS CONTEST
Here are the category winners from our Clubs, chosen from 700+ entries across the Southeast!

Collage
Dalyn H., age 8
Wake Forest

Mixed Media
Lasha J., age 15
Brentwood

Multi-Color Drawing
Alexis G., age 9
Wake Forest

Photography-Fashion and Design
Janaya B., age 16
Wake Forest

Photography-Portraits
MyKarle T., age 6
Raleigh Girls Club

Photography-Portraits
Daphne C., age 16
Brentwood
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Photography-Fashion and Design
Rihanna H., age 13
Brentwood

Boys & Girls Clubs
701 N. Raleigh Blvd.
Raleigh, NC 27610
https://wakebgc.org
(919) 834-6282

Boys & Girls Clubs
SERVING WAKE COUNTY
@BoysandGirlsClubsofWakeCounty
@WakeBGC
@WakeBGC

FOLLOW US
ON SOCIAL
MEDIA!

WakeBGC1
Boys & Girls Clubs Serving Wake County

100%

97%

92%

of juniors and seniors
agree "I know what
education or training I will
need for the career I want"

of members expect to
graduate from high school

of members in our
organization stated that
they expect to attend
college

