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Youth of the Year
Myles is a senior from Southeast Raleigh
High getting ready to attend
UNC-Greensboro in the fall.
He is passionate about
finding ways to increase
communication and
understanding between the
police force and the African
American community. He also firmly believes
that education is a key stepping stone to a
great future!
"From day one, Club staff were eager to give
me guidance and genuinely cared about how
my life was going. My hope is that more teens
across the country are presented with
opportunities like this." - Myles, Teen Center

We hope you are safe and
well amid this unprecedented
health crisis. Like the rest of the
world, the Boys & Girls Clubs has
been learning to operate very
differently in recent months. Each
spring, we ask you to support our
Great Futures Campaign – The
Campaign for Wake County’s
Kids. It provides the Clubs with
funds to cover operations in the
current fiscal year, which ends on
June 30. The success of this
campaign is critical to ending the
current year and starting the new
one strong. If you haven’t already
done so, please use the enclosed
response envelope to donate in
support of our kids. Now more
than ever, we need your help to
provide them with Great Futures.
Sincerely,
Ralph E. Capps
President & CEO

OUR RESPONSE TO

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
In keeping with the Boys & Girls Clubs' motto, Whatever It Takes, Club staff
responded to the March 20th closure of our Clubs due to COVID-19 as an
opportunity to serve our kids in new ways. Our Members have been participating
in daily programming via Youtube, such as food and nutrition lessons, soccer skills,
and Tik Tok challenges. We opened up our Club wifi to create "drive in
classrooms" where Members can keep up with school work from their parents'
cars in our parking lots. Club staff are also offering virtual homework sessions to
help our Members remain productive and prevent learning loss. Longtime partner
Genworth Financial generously donated 30 laptops, all of which were distributed
to Members who would not have had access otherwise!
Of course, academic support does no good in the absence of nutrition and
other essentials. Many Wake County families depend on every single paycheck to
keep food on the table and make ends meet. Since the shutdown, we've been
operating a free pantry every Friday afternoon. Generous donors have been
providing food, personal necessities, cleaning supplies, games, books, and sports
equipment. For families lacking transportation, we deliver!
Club staff have also been in Members' neighborhoods providing meals to
families in need. At the Parrish Manor Mobile Home Park, where 90% of families
rely on free/reduced lunch programs at schools that are now closed, we've been
making and delivering 250 hot meals every week. In a partnership with the Wake
County Public School System, we're using Club buses to deliver meals - 2,385
meals in one week alone. Wake Forest Boys & Girls Club staff member Dwight
Campbell said, "Day in and day out, families tell us how grateful they are for us to
deliver these meals. At some homes, families are already outside waiting."
None of this would be possible without your support - thank you! For more
information on how Boys & Girls Clubs is doing Whatever It Takes to serve our kids
and their families, and for suggestions on ways you can help during this crisis, visit
us at: https://wakebgc.org/covid19-2/.

CAMPAIGN STORIES
MICHAEL DICKINSON
Michael believes that people in less
fortunate circumstances in Wake County
need a place for opportunity for success,
and he knows that the Clubs are a great
conduit for volunteers who want to help.
This is why he’s been involved for 23
years and is now chairman of this year's
campaign! Michael primarily fundraises
through emails, sending out videos and
asking people to come to his website to
donate. He also likes to send out a letter
with a pledge card to reinforce his
message, along with inviting people for
Club tours!

MARTIN BORDEN
Martin has been involved since the 90’s in
many roles like community volunteer,
board member, and chair of the Teen
Center Building Committee and the 2019
Great Futures Campaign. In challenging
times, he knows it's easy to be reluctant
to ask for donations. But after seeing
what the Clubs were doing during
COVID-19 and knowing what they are
going to need to reopen, he has become
unapologetic in his ask!
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Tim grew up in a neighborhood that could
have benefited from a Boys & Girls Club,
but did not have one. He became a
volunteer in 2007 in the Reading Angels
program, and 3 years later was invited to
be on the board of directors where he
proudly serves today! He does his best to
convince existing donors to give more,
and now is trying to raise more money
from companies than ever before. This
year, Tim secured a $10,000 donation
from Coastal Credit Union!
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WHAT'S NEW IN OUR WAKE
COUNTY CLUBS?
WAKE FOREST CLUB
The Club has been revamping their leadership programs Torch Club and Keystone, starting the
year with a Leadership Lock-In and moving into events like Elementary School Sleepovers,
Movie Nights, Culture Day, and Career Day! They are hoping to have a conference in July!

ZEBULON CLUB
The Club partnered with BB&T (now Truist) and Mexicanita Restaurant in Downtown Zebulon
so that Club Members could get free meals! Club Director, Chris, was also able to talk with the
families about what other ways we could assist them during this difficult time.

RALEIGH GIRLS CLUB
The Club started a new walking club to get more Members physically active. Each Tuesday,
Members work together toward meeting both individual and group goals. So far, they have 40
Members participating, getting their exercise in and creating bonds along the way!

RALEIGH BOYS CLUB
The Club made sure to keep their Members' minds and bodies active through virtual activities
during COVID-19. Volunteers were excited to continue working with the engineering club, math
club, and martial arts classes via the internet!

