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Our
Mission

Enabling all Wake County youth,
especially those who need us most,
to reach their full potential as
productive, caring, and responsible
citizens for over 50 years.

Letter from our CEO
2022 Great Futures Campaign Update
What's in this Newsletter
2022 Youth of the Year
Meet our amazing Youth of
the Year winners and
candidates.

Summer Programming
Spotlight
Learn about the impact of our
summer programming.
Events Past and Future
Get a recap of recent events
and save the date for future
events.

On behalf of our Boys & Girls Clubs, we hope you are well!
As we all fight our way back to some sense of normalcy, we
are still learning about the scope of Covid’s impact on our
kids and their families. Every day, members are returning
to the Clubs where our focus on fostering health, academic
success, leadership skills, good decision-making and
resiliency has been crucial to their reintegration into school,
sports and social life.
Your generous support allowed us to adjust during the
pandemic to remain open for extended hours to meet the
unprecedented needs of our youth and their families. Now,
your generosity is allowing us to support our members in
post-pandemic life and afford them opportunities to thrive
again.
We look forward to a BIG summer, with membership and
attendance expected to swell. Summer programming not
only provides members with affordable care in a safe
environment, it also ensures that underserved Wake
County youth fend off summer learning loss, expand their
social skills, engage in healthy activities outdoors, and
remain well-nourished with healthy meals and snacks.
Your support helps with the additional costs of extended
hours, extra staffing, and other expenses related to this
robust summer programming. Please use the enclosed
envelope or the QR code below to support our 2022 Great
Futures Campaign and give our kids a great summer.
Moving ahead, our challenge remains the same – to level
the playing field to give all young people a fair shot at the
American Dream, where education and hard work pay off
for everyone. Once again, thank you for being a part of this
great effort; you are truly making a difference in the lives
of children and teens right here in our community.
Sincerely, Ralph E. Capps President and CEO

Scan the QR code
to support the
2022 Great Futures
Campaign.
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Dear Club Supporter,
I've always believed that a helping hand
can help serve others. Assisting my peers
in becoming aware of their potential,
and increasing their opportunities to
succeed will bring out the best in them.
I seek answers for those whose voice
is still silenced
through barriers to education.
When I attended a Wake County Commissioners
Summit in the Summer of 2019 through the
Boys & Girls Club, I met with various representatives
to speak about my experiences at school. I informed them of important changes
needed inside and outside the community and questioned what they were doing
to influence change within the school system. These commissioners serve as an
intermediary between the people and the Board of Education; therefore it is up
to someone like me to speak up about resolving problems with our education
system.
The Boys & Girls Clubs provide academic opportunities to kids. The Club is how I
became involved with PEARL (Project for Equitable Access in Remote Learning),
a tutoring program. My tutor Jada helped me with my classes; from
practicing my Spanish and learning about her culture, to debating how carbon
sequestration impacts our environment. Her impact on me is something I'll never
forget and I am grateful for her help during my first semester of Junior year. I'm
positive other Club members can say the same thing of their own tutors from the
Club. Reinforcement and support from the Club can impact those that need the
extra resources. With that support, we can win.
Erica R.
2022 Boys & Girls Clubs serving Wake County Youth of the Year
Erica has been a Boys & Girls Club member since 2015, first attending the Raleigh Girls
Club and then moving onto The Club - Teen Center, where she is currently a member.
Erica is a very accomplished and driven young woman, serving as the Keystone Club
President, a peer tutor with the National Honor Society, a Business & Finance intern
with the City of Raleigh, a 2022 Miss SC/NC High School America Pagent participant,
and a small business owner!
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"As soon as I entered my Boys & Girls Club
I was blown away. The Club quickly became
a second home. It has truly impacted me
and that’s an everlasting fact, and it all
came to be, because of that one moment
of curiosity way back in 2017. The Club is a
place where I can find peace and community."
Tayshawn,
2022 Boys & Girls Clubs serving Wake County
Futures Division Winner

Hear From Other Youth of the Year Candidates
“My Club has taught me many
valuable life lessons that
I use every day, which have
shaped me into the
person I’ve become."
- Joelle,
Zebulon Boys & Girls Club

“My Club has taught me the
importance of trying new
things and stepping out of
your comfort zone.”
-Austin,
Raleigh Boys Club

My Club is energetic.
It helped me understand
the definition of
sisterhood and
friendship.”
- Katelyn,
Raleigh Girls Club

“My Club is my second home.
It has helped me
build relationships
and break out of my shell”
-Leah,
Brentwood
Boys & Girls Club

"My Club is full of opportunities for
everyone from all different
ages and backgrounds.
- Bradley,
Wake Forest Boys & Girls Club

"My Club is a place to
grow.”
- Joey,
Washington Elementary
School Boys & Girls Club
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When you think of your
childhood summers,
what comes to mind?
Trips to the beach or
mountains? Fishing and
exploring? Time
outdoors with friends
and family? Play is
essential to a happy,
healthy childhood. Every
child deserves
opportunities to explore
and exist in a strong
community - especially
during the summer.
At Boys & Girls Clubs,
our summer
programming provides
a variety of fun, handson activities that allow
kids to develop social
skills while curtailing
summer learning loss in
a safe, welcoming
environment.
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The impact of affordable summer care for
youth is profound - in Wake County, 1 in 3
children is home without adult supervision,
and 21,552 Wake County youth 17 and
under live in poverty. A staggering 12% of
the population is considered food insecure
in Wake County, which includes more than
37,000 children under the age of 18. Youth
who attend Boys & Girls Clubs summer
programming receive daily meals and
healthy snacks; for some, the only meals of
the day.

For one week of the summer, each of our
Clubs also participates in our week-long
Summer Camp facility in Nash County Camp BTI. Our outdoor camp features a
variety of summer recreational activities
including swimming, fishing, archery,
canoeing, arts & crafts, hiking, outdoor
nature activities, and much more!

Extended hours of operation, additional
staff, extra meals, and increased
attendance during the summer make it
more costly to provide kids with the care
they deserve. Boys & Girls Clubs summer
programming provides a safe place for
youth to grow, laugh, and enjoy their
summers.

Give the gift of a great
summer by supporting
the 2022 Great
Futures Campaign
today.

Scan the QR code to donate.
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21st Annual Kitahata Cup Zebulon
Charity Golf Tournament
On April 29th, we saw our largest turnout
ever for the 21st annual Kitahata Zebulon
Charity Golf Tournament, with 30
registered teams competing. The event
was a great success, with beautiful
weather, great sportsmanship and over
$15,000 raised for the Zebulon Boys &
Girls Club. Thank you to the Zebulon Unit
Board for organizing this fantastic
competition, and to our presenting
sponsors for this event.

Save the Date
Fall 2022 Breakfast of Champions

The Breakfast of Champions event raises
more than $200,000 annually to support
after-school and summer programs at our
7 Club locations in Wake County.
We are in the process of planning this
event and will be announcing our keynote
speaker soon!

Interested in being an event
sponsor? Contact John Welch at
jwelch@wakebgc.org for
sponsorship information!

The Day of the Dead 5k is back after a two-year
hiatus. It is the 10th anniversary of this fun and
festive event benefitting our Brentwood Boys &
Girls Club. Thank you to Centro for organizing!
Starting at 10:00am, the racecourse goes through
Oakwood cemetery and loops back to Wilmington
Street. There will be an art corner for the kids
sponsored by Artspace, face painting by Paint
Savvy, great prizes from local businesses for top
runners and best costumes, and our very popular
dance-off contest returns with the help of our
fantastic DJ. Don't miss this event!
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